ACT 

To A'c t i v ate. v* a. [ from afiive. j To make a£ti vc. T his 
word is perhaps ufeii only by the author alleged. 

As fiiow and ice, efpucially being halpen, and their cold ac- 
tivated by nitre or ikJt, will turn water -into ice, and that in a 
few hours; fo tt may be, it will turn wood or ftift clay into 
itonc, In longer time. Bacons Nat, Hj/lstry, N J bj. 

Active, adj* [afihus, Lat] 

i. That which has the power or quality of ailing. 

Thefe particles have not only a vis inertly accompanied 
with fuch paffive laws of motion, as naturally refult from that 
force, but ajfo they are moved by certain afltve principles, 
fuch as is that of gravity, and that which caufes fermentation, 
and the cohefion of bodies, Nnutarf $ Opt it As* 

2* That which aifts, oppofed to paffive, or that which fuffers. 

— When an even flame two hearts did touch* 

His office was indulgently to fit 
J fives to paffives, correfp pudency 

Only his fubjedl was, Donne* 

If you think that by multiplying the additaments in the 
fame proportion, that you multiply the ore, the work will fol- 
low, you may be deceived ; for quantity in the pailive will 
add more reliihnce than the quantity in the active will add 
f orC e. Bacons Phyftcal Remains. 

j, Bufy, engaged in action ; oppofed to idk or f dent ary, or any 
ftate of which the duties are performed only by the mental 
powers. 

*Tis virtuous aflion that muft praife bring forth, 

Without which, flow advice is little worth; 

Yet they who give good counicl, praife deferve, 

1 hough in the a&ive part they cannot ierve. Sir J. Denham. 

4. Practical ; not merely theoretical. 

The world hath had in thefe men frdh experience, how 
dangerous fuch active errors arc* Hooker 7 Preface. 

5* Nimble; agile; quick. 

Some bend the ftubborn bow for victory ; 

And fome with darts then afiive fiifews try. Dr yd. Mn. vii. 

6* In grammar. 

A verb afiive is that which fignifies aftiort, as does, I teach. 

Clarke s Latin Grammar. 

Actively, adv. [from afiive.] In an aflive manner ; bufily ; 
nimbly. In an active bonification ; as, the word is ufed actively. 

Activeness* n. f [from afiive.] The quality of being aSive ; 
quitknefe ; mmblcnefs. This is a word more rarely ufed than 
activity. 

What ftrangc Agility and afiivenefs do our common tumblers 
and dancers on the rope attain to, by continual exercife" 

Wilkins s Mathematical Magic k* 

Activity, n.f [from afiive*] The quality of being active, 
applied either to tilings or pa ions. 

Salt put to ice, as m the producing of the artificial icc, in- 
ercaicth the activity of cold. Bacon s A Tat. Hiji> N 73* 

Our adversary will not be idle, though we are ; he watches 
every turn of our foul, and incident 01 our life ; and, if we 
remit our activity, w ill take advantage of our indolence. Rogers. 

A c tor, n.f [afior, Lat.] 

1. He that adfe, or performs any thing. 

The 1 irtues of either age may correct the defects of both : 
and good for fuccdfion, that young men may be learners, while 
men in age are afiors* Bacon, EJ/ay civ. 

He, who writes cn Encomium Nercnis, if he does it heartily, 
i 5 himfelf but a tranfeript of Nero in ins mind, and would, no 
doubt, gladly enough fee fuch pranks, as he was famous for, 
acted again, though he dares not be the after of them himfelf. 

South's Sermons. 

2 , He that perforates a character; a ftage-playcr. 

Would you have 

Such an Herculean alitor in the feene. 

And not this hydra : They muft fweat no left 
To fit their properties, than t’exprcfs their parts* 

Ben jcknjlns Catiline * 

When a good afior doth his part prefent, 

In every act he our attention draws. 

That at the laft he may find juft applaufe. Sir f. Denham. 
Thefe falfe beauties os the ft age are no more kilting than a 
rain-bow ; when the afior ceafesto Ihine upon them, when he 
gilds them no longer with his reflection, they vatufh in a 
t w i n k 1 i ng. Dryd. Spanijh Frt dr , Dedication . 

A c tress, n.f. [afirice, Fr,J 

1. She that performs any thing. 

Virgil has indeed, admitted Fame as an afirejs in the 
/Enad\ but the part fhe afts is very ftiort, and none of the 
moll admired urcumftanccs of that divine work. Addif Spiff. 

2 . A woman that plays on the ft age 

We fprights have juft fuch natures 
We had, for all the world, when human creatures ; 

And therefore I that was an afirfs here, 

Play ail my tricks in. bell, a goblin there. Dryd. Tyr * Love 

A'c r dal. adj . [ afiurl, Fr. j 

i. T hat which cpmprifes action. 

In tins Aumbry agitation, bdQdes her walking and other ac- 
tual performances, what, at any time, have you heard her 
fay ? Shahfpeares Macbeth. 


A C U 

2 . Really in aft ; not merely potential. 

Sin, there in powV before 
Once a 1 ml \ now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant* Milt. Paradife LcJI^b, x , /, -o 7 

3. In adt ; not purely in fpeculatlon. ^ '* 

For he that but conceives a crime in thought. 
Contract the danger of an a final fault : 

Then what muft he expect, that ftill proceeds 
To finifh fun and work up thoughts to deeds ? 

hrydens Juvenal, Sat. *ij[ 

Actuality, n f [from a final] 1 he ftate of being actual 
The afiualrty of thefe fpintual qualities is thus imprif on , 1 
though their potentiality be not quite deftroyed ; and tjS 
crafs, extended, impenetrable* pailive, divihble, unimdW^ 
fubftance is generated, which we call matter, CbeynBfiif 
Actually, adv. [from afiml] In act; in effect; really, 
A|1 mankind acknowledge themfelves able and fuflktem 
do many things, wlfich a finally they never do. 

Read one of the chronicles written by an author of tfc r 
frame of mind, and you will think you were reading ahifi^ 
of the kings of Ilracl or Judah, where the biftbrians were ai 
ittally infpired, and where, by a particular febeme of proyj. 
deuce, the kings were diftinguiflied by judgments or bkffvna 
according as they promoted idolatry, or die worffiip of the 
true God. jfddifm . Spcfiatoty N ^ 

Though our temporal profpefts ftlouJd be mil of danger, n r 
though the days of forrow fhould afiuaily overtake yy jju 
we muft repofe ourfelves on God* Regers f Smwnx is* 

A'ctualn^ess* n*f [from a final] The quality of being aflua[ 
Actuary. n.f [afiuarim^ Lat.] The regilter who compife 
the minutes of the proceedings of a court; a term of the civil 
law. 

Suppofe the judge fliould fry, that he would have the tap- 
ing of the aftsof court remain with him, and the notary will 
have the cuftody of them with himfelf: certainly, m this cafe, 
the actuary or writer of them ought to be preferred. 

dyltffes Par ergon Jmis (kwm, 
A'c t date. adj. [from the verb To actuate.} Put jnto ?I\m ■ 
animated; brought into effe£fi 

The aftivc informations of the intellect, filling the paffive 
reception of the will, like form clofing with matter, acwt.v- 
tuaie into a third and diftinct perfection of practice. Sixth. 
To AT Ptf AT E* v* a. [from ag 4 afinm^ Lat.] To put into 
action ; to invigorate or encrcafe the powers of motion* 

J ’he light made by this animal depends upon a living fpirit, 
and feems, by fome vital irradiation, to be afimted into this 
luftre. Brown s V ulgar Errours^ b. iii* t. 6, 

Such is every man, who has not afimied the grace given 
him, to the fubduing of every reigning fin. Decay of Piety. 

Men of the greateft abilities are moil fired with ambition; 
and, on the contrary, mean and narrow minds arc the led! 
a fi tinted by it. Addifon. Spefiatcr, N n 255. 

Our paffions are the fprings which actuate die powers of our 
n atu re* Roger s y Sermon iiL 

Actuo'sE. adj. [from afi.’j That which hath ftrong powtn 
of action ; a word little ufed* 

ToA'cuate. v. a. [amo y Lat] To ftiarpen, to invigorate 
with any powers of ffaarpnefs* 

Acu'le a i e. adj . [acukatus, Lat.] That which has a pointer 
fting; prickly; that which terminates in a lharp point 
ACD AIEA\ n.j. [Lat.] A ffiarp point; figuratively, quickncls 
of intdlcfts* 

I fie word was much affefted by the learned Ariftarchus in 
common convcrfation, to fignify genius or natural acumen. 

Pope's Dumiady L iv. nden 
Act f M in a t e d * particip. adj. Ending in a point; fharp-pointeJ. 
This is not acuminated and pointed, as in the reft, but feeni- 
eth, as it were, cut off. Brown's Vulgar Errours^ In vii. a if 
I appropriate this word, Noli me tangeny to a fmall round 
acuminated tubercle, which hath not much pain, unlefs K be 
touched or rubbed, or otherways exafperated by topicks. 

IVifenmis Sufgtrj* 

ACUTE, adj. [acutusy Lat*] 

1. Sharp, ending in a point ; oppofed to chtufe or blunt. 

Having the ideas of an obtufe and an acute angled triangki 
both drawn from equal bafes and between parallels, I C3fl, by 
intuitive knowledge, perceive the one not to be the other, but 
cannot that way know whether they be equal. Lcdt* 

2. In u figurative fenfe app'ied to men ; ingenious; penetrating? 
oppofed to dull or Jhcpid. 

1 he acute and ingenious author, among many very 
thoughts, and uncomnion reflections, has ftarted the notion 
of feeing all things in God. Ecdt- 

3 Spoken of the fenfes, vigorous ; powerful in operation. 

VVere our fenfes altered, and made much quicker and 
the appearance and outward feheme of tilings would have quite 
another fice to us, Lsifb 

4* Acute difeafe* Any difeafe, which is attended with an ir^ 
crcafed velocity of blood, and terminates in a few days- 

jgp7» 

5. Acute accent; that which ratfes or fharpens the voice. 

% 
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Acu'TiLY. aiv. [from /Ilw/,-! After an acute manner ; iharp- 
jy ; it is ufed as weJi in the figurative as primitive fenfe. 

He that will look into many parts of Afn and America, will 
find men reafon there, perhaps, as acutely as himfelf, who yet 
never heard of a fyllogifm Lsckc. 

Acu'tfness. n./. [from acute, which fee.J 

1, Sharpnefs. 

2. Force of intcllefts. 

They would not be fo apt to think, that there could be no- 
thing added to the acutentfs and penetration ol then ujijli- 
ftandings. Loch. 

3* Quickncfs and vigour of fenfes 

If eyes fo framed <A>uld not view at once the hand and the 
hour-plate, their owner could not be benefited by that acutemjs ; 
which, whilft it difcovered the fecret comnvaiice of the ma- 
chine, made him lofe its ufb* Locke. 

4* Violence and ipeedy crifis of a malady. 

We apply prefent remedies according to indications, rc- 
fpeiling rather the acutcnefs of the difeafe, and precipitancy of 
the ocealion, than the riling and fetting of ftars. 

Brown s Vulgar Err cur s y h. iv* c* 13. 

5, Sharpnefs of found. 

This acutcnefs of found will fhew, that whilft, to the eye, 
the bell feems to be at reft, yet the minute parts of it continue 
in a very brlfk motion, without which they could not ftrike 
the air. ^ Boyle . 

Ada' c i ed. participial adj. {adaftusy Lat*] Driven by force ; a 
word little ufed* Difi. 

A'dage. n. f [adagium. Lac*] A maxim handed down from 
antiquity ; a proverb. 

Shallow unimproved intellects, that are confident pretenders 
to certainty ; as u, contrary to the adage, fcicncc had no friend 
but ignorance* Glarrvillds Safjis Schntiji L/, r. 2. 

Fine fruits of learning ! old ambitious fool, 

Darift thou upply that adage of the fehool ; 

As if *tls nothing worth that lie? conceal’d ; 

And Lienee is not fcicncc till reveal'd ? Dryd. Pcrf Sat. i. 

ADAGIO, n.f. [Italian.] A term ufed by muficians, to mark 
a flow time. 

ADAMANT, n. f [adamaty Lat. from ^ and Gr. that 

is, infupeyablc, infrangible, j 

1. A ft one » imagined by writers, of impenetrable hardriLfs. 

So great a fear my name amongft them fpread, 

That they fuppos’d I could rend bars of ftcel. 

And fpurn in pieces polls of adamant . ShaLfp. Elmry V* 

Satan, with vaft and haughty ft rides advanc’d, 

Came tow’rmg, arm’d in adamant, and gold. Farad. Lojl. 

Eternal Deities, 

Who rule the world with abfolute decrees. 

And write whatever time fhal I bring to pafi, 

With pens of adamant 7 on plates oi brais* Dry den s Fables. 

2. The diamond. 

Hardnefs, wherein fome ftones exceed all other bodies, and 
among them the adamant all other ftones, being exalted to that 
degree thereof, that ait in vain endeavours to counterfeit it, 
tile factitious ftones of chymifls, in imitation, being eafily de- 
tefled by an ordinary lapidift* Ray on the Creation. 

3. Adamant is taken for the load ft one. 

Let him change his lodging from one end and part of the 
town to another, which is 2 t reat adamant of acquaintance* 

_ . Bacon, EJfay xix. 

You draw me, you hard-hearted adamant ! 

But yet you draw not iron ; for my heart 

Is U ue as fteel Shakejpcares Midjhn Night's Dream. 

Adajviax 3 1 an. adj. [from adamant . ] Hard as adamant. 

He ran on ernbatfcel’d armies dad in iron, 

And weapon lefs himfelf. 

Made arms ridiculous, ufelds the forgery 
Ot brazen Afield and fpear, the h tmmerid culrais, 

C halybean temper d ftcei, and frock of mail 
Adamantean proof Miltons Samfin Agon files, l 

1 his w. rd occurs perhaps only in this paflage* 

Ad am a NTiNi, adj. [adamant inns, Lat.] 

I* ALdc of adamant, 

Vfiidc is the fronting gate, and rais’d on high 
ith adamantine columns, threats the Iky, Dryd. JEn. vi 

2. Having the qualities of adamant; as, harJncfi, insolubility! 

c^ould Eve s w'eak hand, extended to the tree, 

In funder rend that adamantine chain, 

\V hole goltkn links, effects and caufes be. 

Ami which to (Jod's own chair doth fix’d rcimin? Davm. 
An eternal Iden tity muff have poiVdlcd the world, where all 

si tt?*#?* .Mi *. ** 
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In adomntitie chairft fhrdl death be bound, 

And hdl’s gnm n ranf feel th’ eternal wound. Pope' sMefliah 
_f hu adamant me bonds the chief reftra.n, M " 

1 he dire rcffiraim his wifdom will defeat, 

n oon rcl ^ 0re him 10 I 1 * 55 legal feat. Psp^s OdyJ/ey , b. i. 
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A ; da mV apple* n.f fin anatomy*] A prominent part oi the 
throat. 

To ADAPT* 2/. ct. [adapts, Lat] To lit one thing to another; 

to fuit; to proportion. 

Tis true, but let it not be known, 

My eyes arc fornewhat dimmifli grown ; 

For nature, always in the right, 

To your decays adapt * my light* Swift's Ml f Blames* 

It is not enough that nothing offends the ear 3 but a good 
poet will adapt the very founds, as well as words, £0 the things 
he treats of* \ Pope's Letters, 

Adaptation* n.f [from adapt.] The act of fitting one 
thing to another ; the fitnefs of one thing to another* 

Some ipccies there be of middle natures, that is, of bird 
and beat!:, as batts; yet are their parts fo fet together, that we 
cannot define the beginning or end of either, there being a 
commbetion of both, rather than adaptation or cement of the 
one unto the other. Brawn's Vulgar Errant s, b. iii. c. ii. 

Their adhcfion may be in part afcri bed, either to fane claf- 
tical motion in the prefled glafs, or to the cxquihte adaptation 
of the almoft numbcrlefs, though very fmalf, afperities of the 
one, and the numerous little cavities of the other; whereby 
the furfaces do lock in with one another, or are, as it were, 
dafped together. Style* 

Adaption, n.f [from adapt.] The act of fitting* 

It were alone a iufficicnt work to fhew all the neceffitics, the 
wife contrivances, and prudent adaptions, of thefe admirable 
machines, for the benefit of the whole* Chryn/s Phil. Prwcip* 

7'o Adco rporate* v. a. [from ad and corpus . J To unite one 
body with another ; more ufually wrote accorporate ; which fee* 

To ADD* v* a. [a Ido, Let. ] 

1, To join famethuig to that which was before. 

Mark if his birth makes any difference, 

If to his words it adds one grain of fen le. Dryd. Co?:q. of Gran. 

They, whole mufes have the higheft flown. 

Add not to his immortal memory, 

But do an ad of friendfhipto their own. Dr\d 

2 . To perform the mental operation of adding one number or 
conception to another* 

YVhatfcever pofitive ideas a man has m his mind, of any 
quantity, he can repeat it, and add it to the former, as eafily 
as he can add together the ideas ot two days, or two years Loch. 

Add able. adj. [from add] That which may be added. Ad - 
dibit is more proper* 

The firft number in every addition is called die addable num- 
ber, the other, the number or numbers added, and the u um- 
ber invented by the addition, the aggregate or fum. 

Cockefs Arithmetic h 

To AddeTimate. v.a. [addechm, Lat*] To take or afeertairt 
tithes. Diet. 

ToAdde em. v. a. [from deem.] To efteem ; to account* 
This word is now out of ujfe. 

She fcoms to be addeenid fo wortbleVbafe, 

As to be mov’d to fuch an infamy* Darnel's Civil IVars. 

A dder* n. f. [fE^rrc T p, Nabbpc. as it feems from eifcep, 

t ax. p 01 fon.J A for pen t, a viper, a poilbnous reptile ; perhaps 

of any fpecies. I11 common language, adders and fnahs are not 
the lame. 

Or is the adder better than the eel, 

Bccaufe his painted flrin contents die eye. Shah. As you like it* 

An adder did it ; for, with doubler tongue 
Than thine, thou ferpent, never adder ftung. 

Shakejpeare s Alidfum. Night's Dream* 

I he ffer ' teaches us where to ftrike, by her curious and 
fearful defending of her head. tayhr of living holy. 

A ODER S-&RASS. n.j. Hie name of a plant, imagined bv 
/ burner to Lie fo named, bccaufe ferpents lurk about it 

A DDER s-TONCL£. n.f. [ophieghjfum, Lat.] The name of an 
herb. 

y !ia th no v iftble flower ; but the feeds are produced on a 
fpike, which refembles a ferpent’s tongue j which feed is con- 
tained m many longjtudmal cells, which open, and caft forth 
die k-eds when npe. It grows wild in moift meadows, and is 
uled m medicine. Mill - 

The moft common fimples with us in England, arecomfrey! 
bugle, agrimony, fanicle, paul’s-betony, fluellin, periwinkle 
addeP s~tong Ut . IVfeman, Surgfi 

i- duer s-u on i . r.. f An herb fo named, on account of its 
virtue, real or u P1 >ofed, of curing the bite of ferpents. 

Audible, adj. [irom add.] Poffiblc to be added. See Ad- 

rr J he , c!e n C f 1,Jea i£ < r an 6 ct of infinity, is the confufed, in- 
comprebcnfible remainder of endjefs, addiblt numbers, which 
affords no profpea of flop, or boundary. ’ r fi 

A aiJded. LrrV ‘ n ’ J ' [lr ° m amk ^ The P° iribillt y of being 

better! TfmLff or W.ihU'ty (if anyone like the word 
etterj ot numbers, fo apparent to the mind, is that wh vt, 

A'i' D TcE s rAz? r' d : ,oft ,,iffina iJra ° f ”«*‘ 

ThC aMce hath its Pomade thin and fornewhat arching, 

3 As 





